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A close friend of mine 
recently died and his death 
was caused by his lengthy 
refusal to seek treatment for 
a minor affliction. This 
saddened me greatly but it 
also triggered a line of 
thinking that draws a 
correlation between my 
friends death and the slow 
death that Lions clubs are 

facing all around the birthplace of Lionism; the United 
States of America. 

WE must take action to prevent the death of 
our Lions clubs if WE are going to prevent the death of 
our communities. Communities where there is an active 
and progressive Lions club that monitors the health of 
the community have a much better chance to survive 
because those are communities that offer life worth 
living.   

As District Governor I visited a club meeting this 
week that had a Lion suggest a community service 
project offering training for the community to protect 
themselves from unexpected physical attack. There 
seems to be a need for the training in that community 
to give residents more peace of mind and a feeling of 
security. 

Does every Lions club need to offer this type of 
opportunity? Every Lions club should consider this as a 
possibility and make that decision for their community. 
Every Lions club needs to evaluate their community 
needs on a regular basis to keep up with meeting the 
needs of their community.  On the Lions International 
website go to: 
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/mk9.pdf 
to find out more about a community needs assessment. 

Everybody needs fresh nutrients to keep 
functioning properly. I have recruited three new 

members of the Burlington Lions Club so far this year. 
Each one brings new skills and talents to add to the 
expertise of our club. One of the new members was 
participant on a Lions sponsored baseball team in his 
youth. Two of them are the parents of a band camp 
student. We must recruit new members and look at 
changes in our communities to grow and thrive. 

This does not seem much like a piece for the 
month of February but it is about LOVE . The Love that I 
have for serving those in need the way that Lions 
helped me when I was in need. 

WE SERVE! WE SERVE! WE SERVE! 

 

 

Up Coming Events Worthy of 

Attendance. 

February 11, 2010 Arkansas City Early Bird 

Lions Club will be having a Valentine Party on 
Thursday, February 11th at the Sirloin Stockade 
@  6PM.  

February 12-13, 2010 District I Convention in 

Junction City 

February 15, 2010 Burlington Lions Club Chili 

and Chicken Noodle Soup Supper at Burlington 
High School Commons Area 

February 19-20, 2010 District L Convention in 

Hays 

February 27-28, 2010 District N Convention in 

Goddard
 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/common/pdfs/mk9.pdf


A Few Words from Wienck 
 

WowΗ ²ŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΗ  bƻǿ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ 

ǿǊƻƴƎΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ άƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƴƎ 

[ƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊέΗ  CƻǊ ƳŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ 

άǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΗέ 

Some of you who know me well are 

aware that I am NOT a fan of winter 

despite being born and raised in Kansas.  I get cold 

Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŀ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ-aged person who 

ǎƭƛǇǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ŀ ƘƛǇέΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜΗ  {ƻ ǿƘŜƴ L 

see Groundhog Day approaching, I do a little happy 

dance inside!   

Of course, when we think of February holidays, 

±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘΦ  9ǾŜƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

Governor Bill Phillipi in District 17 I has incorporated it 

into his February district convention. (Go to 

http://www.lionsdistrict17-ƛΦŎƻƳκ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

information abƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴύΦ   ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ 

have a special someone with whom to share this 

holiday, the meaning can be something much broader.   

¢Ƙƛǎ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΧŦƻǊ 

your Lion work.  As Lions, we make a commitment to 

serve our fellow man.  We make the thoughtful decision 

to join; we sit on committees to plan projects; we 

analyze our efforts.  But are we reaching out with 

compassion? Are we feeling the pride and joy of helping 

others?  

Any person can go through the motions of 

offering assistance to their community.  The action, 

ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άƘŜŀǊǘέ 

behind it.  When we have passion for our work, not only 

will it be more meaningful for the recipient, it will 

provide us with more satisfaction as well.  Yes, I know, 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ άǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎέΦ  .ǳǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

thisτwhen we act with our hearts and not just with our 

minds, the feeling we experience provides momentum 

ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΗ  9ǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōǳǎȅΣ 

when we grow weary of our Lion work, it is our love of 

that work and those we help will motivates us to 

continue on.   

So what draws me to the conclusion that love 

equates to longevity?  Rather than using the somewhat 

ǎƘŀƪȅ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ άƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊέΣ LΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ 

my profession.  Most of you know that I am a teacher.  

Specifically I work with middle-schoolers-these are 

adolescents between the ages of 12 and 14.  I have 

done this job for almost 20 years, and I am happy to 

say, I LOVE my job!  (Perhaps there should be a mental 

health screen for district governors, you wonder?)  No, 

REALLY, I LOVE my job!  Every day it is a joy to go to 

work!  I get EXCITED about seeing young people learn 

and grow.  I ENJOY their energy and enthusiasm.  Their 

creativity and insight INSPIRE me.  And thank goodness! 

-- LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƛŦ L ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ άƎƻƛƴƎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƛƻƴǎέΚ  Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǎǘŜŘ ƛŦ 

ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ ŀ ǇŀȅŎƘŜŎƪΚ  LŦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ [h±9 

teaching middle-ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜǊǎΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ 

through the first year.  Lions, LOVE your service and 

those you serve.  Feel in your heart the joy of helping 

others.  No Lion who does will ever quit.   

WOW! Look at the Leadership we have now!!!!!!! 

District Governor Terry Weldin, 1st Vice-District 

Governor Tonja Wienck and newly elected by special 

convention 2nd Vice-District Governor Mel Greene. Each 

of these Lions bring to their role as Lion leaders special 

talents and abilities. DG Terry has visited over 80% of 

the clubs in District S and soon will be visiting several 

clubs to find out the needs of that club to have 

membership growth for our district. The Cornerstone of 

Multiple District 17: 17 S We Serve!!! 

  

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=568993568


MID WINTER RALLY Casino Royale 

During Mid Winter Rally there were lots of fun 

and exciting things going on. If you missed the Karaoke 

ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ άƻƴŎŜ-in-a-

ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

fantastic. 

Westphalia Lions Club sponsored the contest 

won by Trent McDaniel. Trent kept this great work of 

art secret from his family until DG Terry emailed the 

digital image to a family member. Digital images are 

wonderful things for family members with computers as 

ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ άǿŀƭƭǇŀǇŜǊέ ƻƴ 

their computers. We are sure that this will be on 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

Pictured above are (from left to right) Trent McDaniel, 

DG Terry , Thane and Dena McDaniel. 

     The Saturday evening message brought by 

our own International Director Anne Smarsh was 

inspiring to all. The Guest Speakers, Lion David 

Wentworth and PDG Wendy Cain  provided great 

information for all of the Lions attending each of the 

special workshops. The baskets provided by each 

district and clubs were well received by the attendees. 

The band auction was successful with the wide variety 

of donated items that were provided by Lions all over 

Multiple District 17 from workmates, Lions 

memorabilia, delicious homemade jellies, fudge, 

cookies and many other items. 

 

 

 

A Big Thank You to the Hillsboro Lions 

Clubs 

     Our 3rd District S Cabinet Meeting was held 

at Hillsboro Middle School with all kinds of activity 

buzzing around everywhere. The Pancake and Sausage 

Feed uptown, Saturday basketball tournament action 

and the cabinet meeting all at the same time made it a 

challenge for everyone to keep everything straight. The 

soup lunch was great and many Lions sampled both the 

chicken noodle and chili. The tail twisting for the day 

$87.25 went to Haiti Earthquake Relief. A special thank 

you to PDG Marvin and PDG Elfrieda who donated many 

of the items that were raffled of that day from the 

basket they won at Mid Winter Rally. PDG MD 17 

Membership Chair Peggy Jacobson did a great job with 

her presentation. See below our Cabinet meeting that 

was jointly hosted by Hillsboro and Hillsboro Noon Lions 

Clubs.  

http://www.facebook.com/wendycain


Photos of Fun and Service In 17S

   
The Harlem Ambassadors visit Augusta and entertain to raise funds for Augusta Lions. The team has assisted with 

fundraising in Arkansas City also during this year and is recommended by both clubs.

 
Lion Wendell Nirdier was presented this 55 year 

Monarch Chevron to honor his membership in Lions 

Club by Lions President Greg Davis and Lions Larry 

DeWitt. Wendell began his service in Roxbury, Kansas 

where he was the Charter president in 1954 then served 

as Secretary/Treasurer until he and Ruth moved to 

Madison in 1978. Wendell served as 

Secretary/Treasurer for the Madison Club from 1980 

until 1996. He also served as Zone Chairman in 1985. 

Thanks, Wendell, for your years of faithful Lions service

Paula Cheney (L) and  Cherokee County  Clerk Crystal 

Gatewood (R)  pictured as Baxter Springs Lion Steve 

Smith provides the necessary equipment for the fun 

game at every meeting of the Baxter Springs Lions Club. 

Gatewood provided a very informative program for the 

club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DG Terry and 1st VDG Tonja with new magnetic signs at 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ IƛƭƭǎōƻǊƻΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

5DΩǎ ŀƴŘ ±5DΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ 


